Finance Committee Meeting
Wednesday November 5, 2025
Lewistown City Hall at 1:00 p.m.

Committee Members: Chairwoman Sally Clark, Alderperson Kendall Miller, Alderperson John
Spotloe,

Business to discuss: Tax Levy

Chairwoman Clark started the meeting and handed it over to the city’s accountant Beka. Beka
stated this is the time of the year that the council needs to decide if they want to raise the property
tax levy. Beka stated over the past four years that we have remained at a 0%. Beka provided the
council with charts of what a 0% to a 4% increase would bring in, Beka stated that at 0% it would
bring in $169,000 and a 4% increase would bring in $176,250. Beka stated she had received the
city’s EAV from county and the city’s EAV for this year has increased for this year. Alderperson
Levingston asked how much this would increase someone’s property taxes. Beka stated if their
property taxes were $1,000 it would go up $10 for the city’s portion on the 1%. Alderperson
Clark asked them if they think that we need to raise it. Alderperson Levingston stated we have not
raised it in years and we should probably raise it. Alderperson Levingston stated that he had ran
info an issue with township years ago that they had not raised taxes and were unable to get a grant
because they had not raised them, Beka stated it is possible that the city would not be able to get
some grants because we have not raised taxes. Motion by Alderperson Miller to raise the tax levy
to 4%, Second by Alderperson Clark. Motion to adjourn from Alderperson Ward, Second by
Alderperson Miller at 1:18.

SPECIAL LEWISTOWN CITY COUNCIL MEETING
DATE November 5, 2025

The Lewistown City Council met in special session in the council chambers. Mayor Cindy
Goddard called the meeting to order at 1:18 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Invocation: Mayor Goddard

ROLL CALL: PRESENT: Alderperson Sally Clark, Jim Long, Brad Ward, Kendall
Miller, David Levingston and Mayor Cindy Goddard. Also present: City Clerk Natalie Nelson,
Public Works Director Evinn Palmer, and City Attorney Nathan Collins. ABSENT: Alderperson
John Spotloe

DECLARATION OF QUORUM by Mayor Cindy Goddard
CLERKS REPORT/MINUTES: Nataliec Nelson

Alderperson Clark made a motion to approve the minutes of October 28, 2025, second by
Alderperson Long, the motion carried all ayes. Alderperson Miller made a motion to approve the
minutes of October 28, 2025 closed session, Second by Alderperson Clark, the motion carried all
ayes.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Débbiec Brown. Absent.
ATTORNEY’S REPORT: Attorney Nathan Collins. Nothing to report.
ENGINEER’S REPORT: Keith Plavec. No Engineer present.
PUBLIC COMMENTS AND PETITIONS: No one.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Finance/Insurance/Zoning — Alderperson Clark: Nothing to report.
Sewer — Alderperson Levingston: Nothing to report.



Streets & Allies — Alderperson Long: Nothing to report.
Police/ESDA — Alderperson Ward; New Business

Water — Alderperson Miller: Nothing to report.
Utilities/Publications — Alderperson Long: Nothing to report.

Public Buildings & Grounds — Alderperson Long; Nothing to repott.
Tourism — Alderman Miller: Nothing to report.

Tax Increment Financing — Alderperson Spotloe: Absent.

Citizens Committee — Amanda Sutphen not present.

Christmas Committee - Kenny Haacke not present.

Economic Development Committee — Erin Ahart not present.

WORKS DIRECTOR’S REPORT — Evinn Palmer Director: Nothing to report.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None
NEW BUSINESS:

1.

Discuss/Act Upon Purchasing new car for police. Chief Ford stated that he had found a
Durango but the dealership emailed that morning and stated they had sold it. Chief Ford
stated he could order a new truck and that most of the equipment from the current truck
would transfer over to the new one. Chief Ford stated that the only new things it would
need is brush guard, lights, and lettering. Chief Ford stated a new truck right now is
$42,257. Beka stated they have built up their DUI fund for the past few years. Motion by
Alderperson Levingston to allow the $50,000 for police to purchase a new truck, second
by Alderperson Ward, roll call vote, motion carried all ayes.

Discuss/Act Upon Purchasing real estate. Mayor Goddard presented the council with the
opportunity of purchasing the yard space behind the old public aide building clear to the
water tower, the property could be used for a filtration system in the future. Mayor
Goddard stated that the owner of the property would then donate the public aide building
to us and the building north of it if we purchased the land. Mayor Goddard stated that the
public aide building is worth $450,000 just on its own. Mayor Goddard stated it would be
$500,000 for all of the property and both buildings or $350,000 for public aide building
and parking lot. Alderperson Ward asked if the property would work for the water
filtration system and Public Works Director Evinn stated the property could be used for a
filtration system. Mayor Goddard stated that we could use TIF money for part of it.
Alderperson Levingston stated that the city could borrow from the cd that we have
without being penalized for using it. Alderperson Clark stated that we don’t need to use
the money from the cd. Mayor Goddard stated that the owner wants the city to have the
buildings and property. Alderperson Clark stated what if we had contractors come in give
bids to update the city hall. Mayor Goddard stated we would still have an old building.
Mayor Goddard stated that the hvae, windows and air are all new within the past five
years at the public aide building. Alderperson Long stated with the property and new
buildings that it answers the city’s problems, it would give the city property for the
filtration system, the city garage could go in the grey building, gives the city property,
and everything would be on one level, Mayor Goddard stated that when she became
mayor her goal is to get the water fixed. Alderperson Ward stated that buying this
property doesn’t fix the water problem. Mayor Goddard stated no but it will give us
property to start on it. Alderperson Miller stated it would be a good purchase.
Alderperson Ward stated if we could have an engineer come in and say yes, we can do
the filtration system on that property then great. Public Works Director Evinn stated the
engineers have said yes, the fairgrounds would be the ideal place for it but we can not
acquire land there, any land would work for the filtration system. Alderperson Clark
asked what the plan would be for the city hall if the city were to purchase the public aide
building. Alderperson Levingston stated that he would suggest selling it. Alderperson



Levingston made a motion to purchase the property for $500,000, Seconded by
Alderperson Long, roll call vote, Alderperson Clark and Alderperson Ward voted no,
Alderperson Long, Alderperson Miller, and Alderperson Levingston voted yes, Mayor
Goddard tabled it to the next meeting due to her having to have four yes votes per Illinois
Municipal League.

PRESENTATION OF BILLS:

Alderperson Miller made a motion to approve all bills properly endorsed; Seconded by
Alderperson Clark roll call vote, the motion carried with all ayes.

CLOSED SESSION: No closed session

ADJOURNMENT:

Alderperson Miller made a motion to adjourn at 2:38 p.m.; Seconded by Alderperson Ward
motion carried all ayes.
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Natalie Nelson, City Clerk




